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The summary of highlights of significant eventsin the Baha'i History
of New York City is not meant to be a complete review of the period.
However, by including a variety of significant eventsin this
collection, we hope the reader will have an increasing appreciation
for the many serendipitous happenings and inter-connections of a
handful of sincere seekers, whose dedication, systematic
proclamations, persistence and steadfastness to the Cause
established the Bahd&’i Faith in New York. How very fortunate they
were, to have visited both The Master and The Guardian in Haifa, as
well asto have had ‘Abdu’l-Baha visit New York, 100 years ago.

We have included highlights of historical markers to give cultural
context

1892

Ellis Island, a symbol of freedom and unity opens in New York. Dr. Ibrahim
Kheiralla arrived in New York, 20 December 1892. After Mr. Haddad left,
he was the only believer on the North American Continent.

1893

The first three Baha'is in America were Mr. Thornton Chase, Mrs. Kate
lves and Mr. William H. Hoar of New York City. Mr. William H. Hoar
learned about the Faith from Reverend Henry E. Jessup, a missionary who
labored for 54 years in Beirut, Syria at the World’s Fair, World’s Parliament
of Religions in Chicago. Shoghi Effendi mentions in God Passes By, that
this was the first public mention of the Faith in the United States. Hoar
joined a group to listen to Dr. Ibrahim Kheiralla and became convinced of the
truth of Bah&'u’llah’s mission in 1896.



1895

Mr. Anton Haddad was probably one of
the first Middle Eastern believers to
travel to New York City. He was Dr.
Ibrahim Kheiralla’'s friend and business
partner. Very active in the growth and
development of the New York area
Baha'i communities, his letter to Dr. I.
Kheiralla in the winter of 1897-1898
describing his first meeting with the
Master in the Holy Land was copied and
widely circulated among the friends in
NY. An account of his second
pilgrimage in the fall of 1899 was
published as A Message from Acca.

Mr. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge learned of the Faith from Dr. Sarah Burgess in
Chicago, who had heard Dr. Ibrahim Kheiralla speak.

1897

Mr. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge learned more
about The Cause just before moving to New
York City. He visited Haifa in 1900 and Dr.
Edward Granville Brown in Cambridge. A
lawyer, publisher and self-made man, he
was named a Disciple of ‘Abdu’l-Baha by
Shoghi Effendi.

1897 Mrs. Lua Getsinger accepted the faith in Chicago.



1898

Mr. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge held the first Baha'i classes in his home in NYC and
the first public meetings on the Faith with talks given by Dr. Ibrahim Kheiralla.
The first person to become a Baha'’i in NYC was Mr. James F. Brittingham, then
of Weehawken, NJ who first heard the message from his sister, Mrs. Dixon of
Chicago. Mrs. Mary H. Tousey organized the classes at Dodge’s home. Later
that year, Mr. Howard MacNultt received the message.

1899
Mr. George Witte of Brooklyn received the teachings from Mr. Howard MacNultt
after first hearing about the Faith from Mr. Braucher of Danville.

Mrs. Ruddiman from Michigan visited Mr. and Mrs. Hooper Harris, who joined Dr.
Ibrahim Kheiralla’s class at the home of Mr. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge. Dr. Ibrahim
Kheiralla had told Mrs. Ruddiman about the Bahd'i teachings when he had gone
to her home to sell rugs. She took him to Chicago and introduced him to Mr.
Thornton Chase.

Mr. Frank Osborne attended classes at the home of Mr. Howard MacNutt and
brought 13 others with him. The invitations included Bible references.

Dr. Edward Getsinger organized the Hoboken Assembly and Board, which
included Mr. J.F. Brittingham, Mrs. Isabella D. Brittingham, Mr. Arthur James, Mr.
Charles T. Jones, and Dr. N.C. Rhodes.

Mrs. Phoebe Hearst of California financed and
organized the first pilgrimage of Western believers to
Acca in September 1898. She also financed a number
of Baha'i teachers and some publications including the
first English translation of the Arabic Hidden Words.
The inclusion of Ms. Mary Virginia Thornburgh-
Cropper as her companion on Pilgrimage later
resulted in the beginnings of the Faith in England.

1900

A Tablet from ‘Abdu’l-Bah& to the American believers was presented through
‘Abdu’l-Karim Effendi, who had been the teacher of Dr. Ibrahim Kheiralla.

Mr. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge established meetings in the assembly hall of Stephen
Merritt Undertaking Establishment with audiences of about 400. He also rented a
studio in Carnegie Hall for meetings in NYC. Mr. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge received
the first Tablet ever to an American believer, written in Arabic by ‘Abdu’l-Baha in
his own handwriting and translated by Mr. Anton Haddad. A Tablet to the
Hoboken Assembly was received through Mr. J.F. Brittingham. Mr. Arthur James
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was appointed Chairman of the Hoboken “Board of Council”, a position he held
for 25 years.

August 25, 1900 Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge, Mrs. W. H. Hoar and Dr.
Edward and Mrs. Lua Getsinger went to Acca and were with ‘Abdu’l-Bah& for 9
days.

September 1900, ‘Abdu’l-Baha wrote in his own handwriting three Tablets for Mr.
Arthur Pillsbury Dodge, explaining “vicarious atonement”, “the Trinity” and the
“Immortality of the Soul”. Professor Edward Brown, in London, translated the
tablets.

November 25, 1900 A committee was formed at a meeting held at Madame
Pote’s Studio, where the matter of organizing an Executive Board was discussed
and 57 Tablets for the American believers from ‘Abdu’l-Bah& were presented.

Thornton Chase
‘Abdu’l-Baha called him the first American believer.
He founded what later became the Baha'i
Publishing trust.

named

a Disciple of
‘Abdu’l-Baha

by Shoghi Effendi.

Mr. William H. Hoar was



Mrs. Lua Getsinger, and her husband Dr. Edward Getsinger,
who were very involved in the development of the Faith in
New York City. She was given the title “Herald of the
Covenant” by ‘Abdu’l-Baha and was named a Disciple of
‘Abdu’l-Bah& and “Mother Teacher of the West” by Shoghi
Effendi. They went on Pilgrimage in the fall of 1900 with Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge and Mr. and Mrs. William
Hoar.

December 7, 1900 at room 601 of the Carnegie Building, 9 men were elected to
the first Board of Council of New York.

Seated, left to right:

Mr. Clement Woolson, Mr. Howard
MacNutt, Mr. Arthur P. Dodge,

Mr. Charles E. Sprague

Standing, left to right:

Mr. Anton F. Haddad (honorary), Mr.
Frank E. Osborne, Mr. Hooper
Harris, Mr. William H. Hoar, Mr.
Andrew Hutchinson, Mr. Edwin A.
Putnam



1901

Pursuant to action taken at the Social Meeting of Believers
on February 22nd, the Committee on Arrangements then
appointed, earnestly request you to be present at a Ladies’ Social
Tea to be held on Thursday afternoon, March 7th, at 4 o'clock,
at Room 708 Carnegie Hall, at which time the Ladies’ Auxiliary
Board will be organized, and such other business attended to as
may properly come before the meeting.

Mrs. Hooper Harris,
Cl'm Ladies’ Committee,

%%/ %u_l7

March 7, 1901 a ladies social tea in room 708, Carnegie Hall, was held in order
to organize the Ladies’ Auxiliary Board.

July-October, 1901 Mrs. I. D. Brittingham made a pilgrimage to Acca and spent
five days with ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

August 1, 1901 A farewell breakfast was held for a Persian believer, ‘Abdu’l-
Karim, who had been in New York for two months.

The first Noble Prizes were awarded. President McKinley was shot.

Mr. Roy Wilhelm, posthumously named a
Hand of the Cause of God on December 23,
1951. He became a Baha'i when he
accompanied his mother on her pilgrimage
to ‘Akk& in 1907. He introduced Martha Root
to the Faith in 1908. In 1909 he was elected
to the Executive Board of the Baha'i Temple
Unity and served on the American National
Spiritual Assembly. A Unity Feast was held
at his home in West Englewood, NJ in June
of 1912, an event commemorated every
year.




1902

BAI—IAI MEETI NGS

e AT
POUICH GALLERY, %2 Saass pamin ik
SUNDAY EVENINGS AT 8 O’CLOCK SHARP

DECEMBER T—Subject—“THE NEW DAY™,

DECEMBER 14—S8ubject—“THE = BAHAI MOVEMENT AND
' '‘CHRISTIANITY”.—By MOUNT FORT MILLS OF N. Y.

DECEMBER 21—Subject—“NEW TEACHING .IN THE BAHAI
MOVEMENT”—By JAMES F. MORTON, Jr

OTHER SUBJECTS AND SPEAKERS WILL BE ANNOU\TCED

NO COLLECTION o

An extract from a Tablet to Mr. Howard MacNutt from ‘Abdu’l-Baha refers to New
York as the “City of the Covenant”.

June 22, 1902 a committee of Americans in Paris asked Mr. Bowen, the U. S.
Minister to Persia to petition the Shah of Iran for protection for the Baha'is

June 1902 Mr. Arthur Pillsbury Dodge asked the friends to contribute to a gift of
love and appreciation to Mr. Anton. F. Haddad who had endeared himself to so
many.

FREE ILLUSTRATED TALK
ACCA, SYRIA

The New Holy City

BY ARTHUR PILLSBURY DODGE

Tuesday Evening, June 10, 1902, at 8 O’clack
AT 45! FIFTH AVENUE (Near 9th St.) BRCOKLYN

Describing a Visit to the Headquarters of the Behaists in the Holy
Land, Ilustrated by over One Hundred Fine Stereopticon Views

NO ADMISSION CHARGED—NO COLLECTION




1903

February 19, 1903 a letter to the New York Spiritual Assembly was received from
the House of Spirituality in Chicago concerning the Fast.

Mr. Orville Wright and Mr. Wilbur Wright made the first successful flight in North
Carolina. Ms. Marie Curie, the first female to be awarded the Nobel Prize
received the prize for her work in physics.

1904
The New York subway opened. President Theodor Roosevelt was elected.

February 1904 The New York Board of Spirituality sent out a notice detailing the
contents of 5 volumes of Tablets of Baha'u'llah.

April 15 — June 1904 “Due to conflicting interpretations of the Teachings” a
Commission was appointed to “formulate a plan for the development of unanimity
in work and effort for spreading the Bah&'i teachings.” The report gave the
“Outlines of the Bah&@'i Teachings” and “Basic Concepts of the Bah&’i
Revelation.”

Three regular weekly meetings were held at the homes of Mr. Arthur Pillsbury
Dodge, Mr. Howard MacNutt and Mr. Charles Sprague.

Hew York City, July 19th,1904.

A social gathering of the Bahais will be held at
the home of Mrs. Elizabeth Demnison, Nc. 20 West 75th
Street,on Priday evening,July 22nd,1904, in honor of

Mrs. J. C. Cowles and Mrs, Lua Getsinger,swhc have re-

eontly returned from a preotracted pilgrimage to the
Solr £ity(Acoa} and the Divine Presemce of the MASTER.
You are cordlally invited to be presemti.




1905

May 19, 1905 in a meeting of NY Board of Council at the home of Mr. Arthur
Pillsbury Dodge, Mr. Howard MacNutt described a Nineteen Day Feast he had
attended in Acca. The Board then cPlanned the First Nineteen Day Feast to be
held the following Tuesday, June 2™ at the home of Mr. Fleming. The Feast was
held for several years in different homes.

Thomas Edison invented the Electric bulb.
1906
The Great San Francisco fire and earthquake occurred.

March 12, 1906 a Tablet was received from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the Spiritual
Gathering of New York through Mr. William Hoar, requesting that Mr. Hooper
Harris be sent with a companion to India for the purpose of teaching. Mr. Harris
sailed to India with Mr. Harlan F. Ober of Massachusetts in November.

‘Abdu’l-Baha sent a Tablet through Mr. Charles T. Jones to the Board of Council
of New York City concerning His Station.

1907

February 1907 in a meeting of the groups from North Hudson, Jersey City, and
Newark formed the Baha'i Assembly of New Jersey, which later became the
“North Hudson and Jersey City Assembly.” This group later sent Mr. Hoar of
Fanwood, New Jersey to the First Mashrak-el-Askar Temple Convention held in
Chicago in 1909.

‘Abdu’l-Bahd sent the “Tablet of Purity” to America with Hooper Harris on his
return from Haifa and India.

Dr. Zia Bagdadi was a medical doctor from
Irag who came to the United States.

He represented Arab Bah@’is at the laying of
the cornerstone of the House of Worship in
Wilmette.

In 1907 ‘Abdu’l-Baha asked him to go to
Alexandria, Egypt to establish a hospital

for tuberculosis.

10



1908

August 30, 1908 A Feast of Rejoicing was suggested by Mr. Ahmad Esphahani
to celebrate ‘Abdu’l-Baha being released from prison. The Feast was held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Howard MacNutt in Brooklyn, just 40 years after
Baha'u’llah was sent as an exile to Acca August 31, 1868. Ms. Juliet Thompson
held regular meetings that were generally well attended.

Mr. Henry Ford introduced his famous Model-T automobile.

1909

Dr. Susan |. Moody, who became a Baha'i in 1903,
traveled to Iran and started a school for girls.

At the request of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, she had gone to Iran
to take care of the medical needs of Baha'i women.
Later she was joined by: Ms. Isabella Brittingham, Dr.
Sarah Clock, Ms. Lillian Kappes and Dr. Genevieve
Coy.

March 20, 1909 First Baha’'i Temple Unity Convention was held in Chicago.
Mr. Mountfort Mills and Mr. William H. Hoar attended.

1909 Martha Root became a Baha'i.

1909 Pilgrimage to Haifa of Juliet Thompson,
artist, who had learned about the Faith from

Ms. May Bolles in Paris and became a Bah&'i

in 1901. She followed ‘Abdu’l-Baha everywhere
when he came to New York in 1912 and was
allowed to paint a pastel portrait of the Master.
Her story of the historical figure Mary Magdalen:
I, Mary Magdalen was published in 1940. The
Diary of Juliet Thompson, was published in 1947.
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1909

Mr. Louis Gregory, a
prominent black lawyer,
became a Baha'i. His marriage
to Ms. Loulie A. Mathews, an
English Baha'’i in September of
1912 was the first Bahd'i
interracial marriage in North
America. Mr. Gregory was
named a Hand of the Cause
posthumously. They traveled
and taught the Faith together
all over the United States.
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1910

January 8, 1910 The Persian American Educational Society was formed to
promote education in Persia. The Society cooperated with the Tarbiat School in
Tehran. Mr. Sidney Sprague was in charge. Many Americans contributed toward
scholarships for children.

1911
Ms. Marie Curie, the first female to be awarded the Nobel Prize received her
second Nobel Prize for her work in chemistry.

July 1911 Ms. Lillian Frances Kappes of Union Hill, New Jersey went to Persia to
assist in establishing a Girl's School: The Tarbiat School. Ms. Lillian Kappes
stayed in Iran until her death and was buried in the terrace surrounding the
shrine of the Baha'i martyrs Varga and Ruh'u'llah.

July 27, 1911 Assembly Meeting called at 6 West 90 St. The number of
Assembly members were increased from 9 to 27.

1912
April 11, 1912 ‘Abdu’l-Baha visits America.

The Titanic ship sank. Woodrow Wilson became president in the same year.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND A

RECEPTION

TO

ABDUL BAHA ABBAS

AT METROPOLITAN TEMPLE
SEVENTH AVENUE AND WEST FOURTEENTH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

ON TUESDAY, MAY THE TWENTY-EIGHTH
ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND TWELVE
FROM FOUR TO SEVEN O'CLOCK

PRESENT THIS CARD AT THE DOOR ADMIT TWO
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~THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

25,000 OFFICES IN AMERICA. CABLE SERVICE TO ALL THE WORLD

This Company TRANEMITS and DELIVERS mesaages only on conditions limiting its 1ablllty, which have been sssented to by the sender of-the following message,
Errors can be guarded against only by repeating & message back to the sending station for comparison. and the Company will not bold tself |lable for errors or delays in trans-
inslk 1l be:

L4 vend the amonnt of tolls paid thereon. nor In any easebeyond the sum of Fifty Dollars, st which. cnless otherwise stated below, this
mmnnnumwueﬂwmm’&nnmr.mrmmrm-nmmom Innot presented in writh i i flled with

This s an UNREFEA' GIE, and Is dellvered by request of the sender, under lhe";ndipmmmu - | Rt
THEO. N. VAIL, PRESIDENT . BELVIDERE BROOKS, GENERAL MANAGER

pany for

RECEIVED AT
' . 95 WCNy4 s
NC-Chicage Ills., Nav 4
H.ﬁ.Phillips, _
1650-Park Read,
_ " Vashn.D.C.
¥y subject fer lake mehawk cenference the eneness eof the reality

of human kind.

Abdul Baha Abdas.
- 907p

NEW YORK CITY TIMES
Sunday, May 26, 1912
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Y 3 NFERENCE AT LAKE MOHONK.
:*I]'t ]TI. En.:h? %.?.%lﬁiﬂfﬂ?ﬂrﬁ. E. C. Getsinger, Dr. Ameen Farred, Miz Ahmed Sahrab
' " Siza Vargha, Signid Assaduliah, Dr. Zis Bagduadi. Abdul Bahai (in front).




S T LR Y a9

Through Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, to Fis Honor Mr. C.C.Philips, the Secre-
tary of the Mohonk Confzrence on Intsrnational Arbitration.

HE IS 60D !

0 thou perfect manl

The Conference on International Arbitration
and Peace is the greatest results of this great ags. This brilliant
century has no likeness and similituds in the history of man. From
every standpoint it i1s distinguished, above all othser centuries. It
is especiallized with such excellsncies that the ghining star of the
heavenly confirmations shall gleam from the horizon of this century
upen all the future cycles and periods. Cne of the most extraordinary
events of this time which indeed is a miracle, is the founding of the
onensss of the realm of humanity and its escential branches such as
Universal Peace and the unity of the different nations, in this arena
of existence.

Persia was at one tims the center of religious difference, an-
tagonism and oppression, to such an extent that psr is unable tc
describs. Tae adherent cf different nations and religions considered
it their religicus duty to shed the blecod cof their oppenents, they
plllaged and ransacked each others propsrty and did not fall shert
of oppressing thelr owm flesh and blocd. The hatred betwsen the
various rsligions atteinsd to such a height that they considered
each other unclean. Shcould a Jew enter & Mohammadan home, he would
be made te sit upon ths ground; if he drank water from a cup, that cw
was destroyed or washed again &gain; for the Jew was consldered un-
clean. Such was the hatred and rancor amcng the different religions
and nations in Pesrsia.

About sixty years ago His Highnese Baha'c'llah through the
Heavenly Power proclaimed the oneness of the Kingdom of man in that
country and addressing the concourse cof humanity said:"Oh ye pscplel
Yo are all the fruits eof ons tres and the leaves of one branch!"

About ferty years agc in the Book of Akdas, He commanded the
people to establish the Universal Peace and summoned &all the nations
to the Divine Bantiuet of International Arbitration so that the 4Yues-
ticns of boundsries, of naticnal hener and property, and cf vital
interests between nations may be decided by an arbitral court cf
justice; and that no nation may dare tc refuse to abide by decisicn.
If any Quarrel arise betiween twc nations it must be adjudicated by
this internaticnal ccurt and be erbitrated and decided upon 1ike the
judgement rendered by the judge bstwsen the individuvals. If at any
time any nation dares to break such a treaty all ths other hations
must arise te put down this rebellion.

Baha'c'llah has clearly stated that this Universal Pesacs 1is the
cause of the tranduility cf the realm of creation. Wow as ths
Internaticnal Conferencs on Arbitration is organizsd in Amsrica and
as this problem is a branch which will ultimately bring abeut the
unity of the world, thsrefcors we remsmper you with ths utmost res-
pect, that praise be to God ycu heve arisen to perform suck a univer-
sal service. Cod willing that Conferencs will progress day by day
and will bring about all-embracing results and will establish recon-
ciliation and universal love between ths different nations, racss
and psopls cf this werld.

I beg of ycu to accept ths expressions of my highest consider-
ations.

(signesd) Abdul Baha Abbas.

. Translated by Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, Aug.,22,1911. ¥Wash.T.C.
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Most Great HPeare Meeting

ln'c,ompllance with President Wilson's Proclamation for a National Day of
Prayer for Peace on SUNDAY, OCTOBER FOURTH, the Bahai Assembly of
New York have arranged for a meeting on that dayat three thirty p. m. at the

FOURTH UNITARIAN CHURCH OF FLATBUSH

(where Abdul Baha spoke) Beverly Road and East 19th Street. An interest-
ing program has been arranged.

You and your friends are most cordially invited to attend.

Take Brighton Beach train from Brooklyn Bridge, or Flatbush Avenue car from Atlan.
tic Avenue Subway Terminai,

An Exhibition of the Moving Picture of ABDUL BAHA,
with complete accessories, will be given at Golden Gate Theatre,
West 128th Street near Manhattan Street, New York, Wédnesday,
August 14th, from 10 to 2 o’clock.

Everybody invited to be present.

A contribution of twenty-five cents would be welcome,

Take Broadway Subway to Manhattan Station (128th
Street), walk west half a block.
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1913

April 26-29, 1913 Public Meetings of the Fifth Annual Convention of the Baha'’i
Temple were held in NYC at the home of Dr. and Mrs. Florian Krug. The Feast of
Ridvan was held at the Columbia University Commons.

1914

The First World War began

1915

April 19, 1915 In commemoration of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s gifts to men at the Bowery

Mission during His visit in 1912, the friends also gave quarters to each man at
the same location.

1917

April 30, 1917 Ninth Annual Baha'i Convention was held in Boston. A Calendar
was sent to the Master and returned corrected by ‘Abdu’l-Bah& with the words
“Now your calendar is correct.”

US declared war on Germany.

18



13:9 ¥4 1917

100th

Anninersary

Batha'wlah

November, 10th, 11th, 12th

Nineteen Hundred Seventeen

2228 Broadway, New York City
Between 79th nnd 80th Streets
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1918

Mr. Alain LeRoy Locke became a Bah&'i in
1918 . At that time, it was common to write to
"Abdu’l-Bah& to declare one's new faith, and
Mr. Locke received a letter, or "Tablet", from
"Abdu'l-Baha in return to his declaration. Locke
also enjoyed a close relationship with Shoghi
Effendi. He was a leading intellectual of the
day and chairman of the Department of
Philosophy at Howard  University in
Washington, D.C. He was a graduate from
Harvard, a Rhodes scholar, writer, philosopher
educator and patron of the arts who promoted
African  American  writers, artists and
musicians. Mr. Locke was considered to be the
“Father of the Harlem renaissance.”

June 11, 1918 Sunday afternoon at 3:30 p.m. Ms. Juliet Thompson gave a talk
at the NYC Baha'’i center on: “The Hidden Words of Baha'u'llah”.

She was followed by Mr. Howard Colby Ives presentation: “The Center of the
Covenant Baha'u’'llah.” The next evening June 12, Miss Marie Foote presented “
The Station of Women in the Cycle of Bah&'u’llah.”

1919

April 19, 1919 Delegates from New York City and Brooklyn, were sent to the
Temple Unity Convention.

April 26, 1919 a presentation of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Divine Plan for the United States
was given in New York.

June 19, 1919 the Annual Souvenir Feast of ‘Abdu’l-Bah&’s visit to America at
the West Englewood, New Jersey (Teaneck Cabin) was held. The friends were
invited to the home of Mr. Louis Bourgeois to see the Temple model designed by
him and to hear the story of its inception and materialization.

Ms. Dorothy Champ became a Baha'i in 1919
and went on to become a great teacher of the
Faith. She had been a designer, singer, model
and dancer. She was so inspired by the Faith
that she had given up her career to teach. Ms.
Champ was the first black person elected to the
Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'’is of New
York City.
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1920

A model of the Temple was on exhibit at The Kevorkian Gallery, 40 West 57" St,
New York City with Ms. Mary Hanford Ford in charge to explain it.

The 19th amendment passed ensuring women’s voting rights in the United
States and the radio was invented.

1921
June 1921 ‘Abdu’l-Baha was knighted by the British government.

June 12 and 19, 1921 The “World” magazine published three long articles on the
Baha'i Cause written by Elizabeth Van Patten.

July 9-10 the Fifth Annual Convention of the Baha'is of the New York
Metropolitan District was held at St. Mark’s Hall, 234 East 11™ St., New York.

September 1921 Curtis Kelsey sailed for Haifa to install an electric light plant in
the Shrines of Baha'u’lldh and of The Bab.

September 22, 1921 a letter to Mr. Mountfort Mills
from Dr. Guthrie stated that the Bah&’is might use St.
Marks Church whenever they wished.

November 29, 1921 a cable from Greatest Holy Leaf
read: “ His Holiness ‘Abdu’l-Baha has ascended to the
Abha Kingdom.”

December 1, 1921 the Press announced the passing
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Mrs. Grace Krug was in Haifa with
her husband, Dr. Florian Krug, a
prominent New York physician
when ‘Abdu’l-Baha died.
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1922

January 17, 1922 a cable from the Greatest Holy Leaf read: “ In Will Shoghi
Effendi appointed Guardian of Cause and Head of House of Justice. Inform
American friends.”

February 7, 1922 Mr. Mountfort Mills and Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm sailed for Haifa for
a conference with Shoghi Effendi in answer to his cablegram. They left Haifa on
March 20, 1922. February 26, 1922 a meeting was held in New York to consider
the Will which reached there on the 25" addressed to Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm who
handed the Will to two members of the Unity Board because of a cable: “Inform
Assemblies Will private.”

March 4, 1922 Shoghi Effendi cabled for a list of all believers in the United States
and Canada over 21 years of age.

April 20, 1922 a letter from Haifa, signed by Rouhangese, stated that Shoghi
Effendi left the Holy Land for rest and a period of prayer.

May 19, 1922 Dr. Genevieve L. Coy left for Haifa and Tehran to help with the
Tarbiat School for Girls.

June 6, 1922 the NY Spiritual Assembly sent a letter to the Greatest Holy Leaf
after Shoghi Effendi appointed her in charge of affairs.

August 15, 1922 Mr. Horace Holley was authorized and empowered to secure
registration of the title “The Bah&’i Magazine” formerly “The Star of the West” for
whatever purpose & whatever time our NSA might choose to use it.

Mr. Mountfort Mills was an eminent lawyer who
became a Baha'i in 1906. He was the first
chairman of the National Spiritual Assembly of the
United States and Canada and prepared the final
draft of the Declaration of the Trust and By-Laws of
the National Spiritual Assembly in 1927. He
traveled to Haifa to meet the Guardian in 1922 with
Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm.
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1923

February 22, 1923 Mr. Janabi Fadil, along with his wife and son, returned to
American again in time to attend the Convention to be held in Chicago.

April 1, 1923 Mrs. Isabella Chamberlain spoke at a colored church in New
Rochelle, New York and the Pastor announced his willingness to make the
church the center of the Baha’'i Movement in that city.

April 1923 by instruction from Shoghi Effendi, 95 delegates were to be sent in
total to the Annual Convention. This announcement increased New York’s quota
to 10. Since his word came too late to make arrangements for 1923,
consequently, only two members were elected that year. The letter also required
the Local Assemblies to hold annual elections of the Local Spiritual Assemblies.
The results were to be announced on April 21% of each year.

April 9, 1923 it was decided to recommend to the Baha'i Community that one
Spiritual Assembly for Greater New York (five Boroughs) be elected, including
the friends nearby where there was no Assembly.

April 21, 1923 The New York Spiritual Assembly was elected and the results
were cabled to Shoghi Effendi: Mr. Mountfort Mills, Chairman Mr. Hooper Harris,
Mr. Roy C. Wilhelm, Treasurer Mr. Curtis Kelsey, Mr. Horace Holley,
Corresponding Secretary Ms. Edith Inglis, Ms. Bertha Herklotz, Recording
Secretary Mr. Edward B. Kinney, Ms. Nellie H. Lloyd, and Ms. Loulie A.
Matthews, financial secretary.

July 1923 Notice was given to the Community that a “Baha’i Fund” was
established according to the request of Shoghi Effendi. The Treasurer was Mr.
Roy. C. Wilhelm.

1924

March 28,29, and 30 a public conference devoted to Inter-racial Harmony and
Peace was held at the public auditorium of the Community Church of NY on Park
Avenue at 34™ Street and at the Meeting House of the Society for Ethical Culture
at 2 West 64™ Street. Presenters included Mr. Mountfort Mills, Mr. Franz Boas,
Dr. Loro, Taracknath Das, Mr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr. Alain Locke, Mr. James
Weldon Johnson, Ms. Ruth Morgan and Mr. John Finley.

1925
February 1925 the Bah&'i community of New York City contributed $530, in

response to a request from Shoghi Effendi, for relief of friends in the Persian city
of Nayriz, who were suffering from a natural disaster caused by a flood.
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1926

June 26, 1926 Mr. Ali Kuli Khan was invited to represent the Bah&'i Faith at the
13" Annual Congress of the International New Thought Alliance, Parliament of
Religions held at the Hotel Commodore in New York City. He was privileged to
deliver the Message to many thousands who were gathered there.

The following events took place at 4 p.m., Sunday afternoons at the New York

City Bah&@'i Center:

August 1, 1926

August 8, 1926

August 15, 1926

August 22, 1926

August 15, 1926

Presented by Mr. Hooper Harris:

July 4 “Signs of the Times”

July 11 “The Great Message”

July 18 “The Victorious World and True Miracle”
July 25 “The Prophetic Proofs”

Ms. Keith Ransom-Kehler presented a talk titled
“ Hard Atoms and Soft Souls.”

Mr. R. C. Wilhelm spoke on “ World Amalgamation.”

Mr. Louis C. Gregory lectured on the
“ Future of Education.”

Ms. Keith Ransom-Kehler gave a talk on the
“ Conquest of Prejudice.”

Mr. Louis C. Gregory posed the question
“If a Man Dies, Does He Still Live?”

Ms. Keith Ransom-Kehler was named a
Hand of the Cause of God posthumously.
She contributed to the growth of the New
York Bah&'i Community and gave many
talks on the Faith.
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1926

August 6, 1926 The Shah of Iran was asked to “stay the slaying of Baha'is.” The
Press notice of the appeal to the Shah to protect Bah&’is from persecution was
published August 9™.

1927 February 6, 1927 After a talk by Mr. Horace Holley on
the question “Has Religion Failed?” a forum was held at the
New York City Baha'i Center chaired by Mr. Holley on the
topic of “Economics and World Peace.” The distinguished
author, Mr. Norman M. Thomas was the keynote speaker.
Mr. Thomas, an alumnus of Princeton University, was a
former Presbyterian minister, turned American Socialist and
pacifist who frequently spoke on the differences between
socialism and communism. A high school in Manhattan and
a library at Princeton University were later named after him.

\ February 7, 1927 a memorial service in honor of Mr. and
* y Mrs. Howard MacNutt was held during the Nineteen Day
-+ § Feast. A lawyer and business executive Mr. MacNutt and
his wife, Mary had become Bahd&’is in NY after learning of
the Faith from Dr. I. Kheiralla in 1898. In 1902 they moved to
Brooklyn where their home became a center of activities for
the Faith and a film of ‘Abdu’l-Baha was made there in 1912.
He published a collection of the Master's talks given in
America as The Promulgation of Universal Peace.

s
Ciaes
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July 7, 1927 Mr. Mountfort Mills received a cable from Shoghi Effendi through the
Greatest Holy Leaf suggesting the American Assemblies send cables to His
Excellence the High Commissioner in Baghdad, Iraq urging that the houses
(belonging to the Bah&'’is) be restored to their rightful owners.

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the United States and Canada
is incorporated. Its charter document, the Declaration of Trust and Bylaws,
subsequently serves as the model for the formation of more than 180 National
Spiritual Assemblies throughout the world.

1929

November 1929 Motion pictures and lantern-slides were shown and a special
Communication from Shoghi Effendi was read.
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Mrs. May Ellis Bolles Maxwell,
wife of Mr. Sutherland Maxwell.
She learned of the Faith in
Paris and joined the group of
Baha'is traveling with Mrs.
Phoebe Hearst on Pilgrimage
in 1899. Her daughter Mary
married the Guardian in 1937.

March 31, 1929 she gave a talk
at the NYC Baha’i Center on
“Divine Administration”. She
traveled extensively for the
faith and was declared a martyr
by the Guardian when she
passed away in Buenos Aires,
Argentina in 1940.

Mr. Edward B. (Saffa, or Serenity)
Kinney and his wife, Carrie (Vaffa, or
Certitude). When the Master came to
New York City the first private home
where he gave a talk was at the
Kinney’s. Their West End home was
often a meeting place for the Baha’is.
A wealthy New York City musician,
he was introduced to the Faith in
1895. In 1907 the Kinney's went to
Alexandria, Egypt to help Dr. Zia
Bagdadi establish a hospital for
tuberculosis at the request of the
Master.
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Meeting of
INTER-RACIAL AMITY

Under the Auspices of the BAHA’IS
of New York and Brooklyn

NAZARENE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Grand Avenue and Lefferts Place, Brooklyn

(B. M. T. to DeKalb or I. R T, to Nevins; Fulton Street surface or L
to Grand Avenue)

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1927

Program

6:30 p.m—Inter-racial amity dinner served by the ladies of Naza-
rene Congregational Church.

Dinner tickets, one dollar each.

8:00 p.m.—Conference on Inter-racial Amity based upon the
teachings of the Bahi'i Cause.

Chairman, MRrs. Bissor H. LEwis.

Address: The Origins of Prejudice
Horace HOLLEY

Address: The Responsibility of Youth to the World
WANDEYNE MATHEWS

Addresr: The Power of Baha'v’llah to Unify Mankind
Mary Hanrorp ForD

Music by Mme. Maude Gaudreaux, soloist; and negro spirituals
rendered by the Church choir.

Note:—A spedial voluntary collection will be taken after the meeting
as a mnnm;ln to the new Nazarene Congregational Church.

Avry CORDIALLY INVITED
(See ather side)
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Howard Colby Ives had been a Unitarian
minister from New Jersey who had heard of the
Bah4'i Faith at a time of deep spiritual
searching. Mr. lves memoir Portals to Freedom
was first published before many of the current
translations of Bah&'i writings were available,
and provided a personal account of his
meetings with ‘Abdu’l-Baha. He loved the
Master very much and looked at meeting Him
as the dividing point of his life.

January 19, 1930 a Special Sunday Program: Mr. Alfred Lunt of Boston,
member of the National Spiritual Assembly presented a program: “The Bah&’i
teachings: Basis of New Direct Methods.”

December 18 Mr. Alain L. Locke Ph.D. Professor of Philosophy, Howard
University, Washington, D.C, presented “Toward a Universal Culture”.

January 22 1930 Dr. Alfred W. Martin of the Ethical Culture Society presented
“How to Cultivate Internationalism”

Race Amity conference, New York, New York 1930
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1931
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1931

New York Baha'i Center
119 West 57th Street
New York, N. Y.

Program -~ Sundays 4:15 P.M.

Oct. 4th International Relations
} Miss Martha Root

Speakers ) Jessie Faufet Harris

) Beatrice Irwin

Oct. 11th Beha’l Peace Program
) ¥r. Allen MeDaniel
Speakers )} Miss Mertha Root
} Mr, Alfred Lunt
} Mrs. Nellie French

Oct. 18th Bahka'!i Cause in Burope
today
¥ary Hanford Ford

Qect. 25th Baha'i Youth Program
Young People’s Rally
Youth and economic pesace,
A challenge and a solution.

The Source of Courage and Power is

the promotion of the Word of God and

steadfastness in His Love,
Baha'u'llah.
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1931

Mrs. Mildred Mottahedeh was the first Baha'i
International Community representative to the United
Nations from 1948-1967. She was a successful
businesswoman, contributor to the arts and a promoter
of humanitarian works. She founded, with her
husband, Mottahedeh and Company, a world-
renowned importer of porcelain. They were supporters
of socioeconomic development and established a
foundation to support projects around the world. She
was instrumental is providing support for the New Era
High school and New Era Development Company in
India.

BAHA'T YOUNG PEQPLE'S
Tuesday Evening Meetings of Discussion
1931
Jan. 6th.—Bahd't Solution of Industrial
Problems of Today
Mr. John Marlow
“ 33th.—S8pirituelity in Modern Life
Mrs. Dorothy Phillips
“ *30th.—“Roar Ching”
Mrs. Mary H. Ford
" 27th——DBlind Faith Versus Investigation

of Reality
Mr, John Kann
Feb. 3rd—The Value of Consultation
Mis. A. G. Bechtold
“ 10th.~—W oman—The Weaker Wing
of Civilization?
Miss Lauretta Noisette
“ 17th—The Value of Recreation
Mrs. R, Y. Mottahedeh
“#24th.—“dn Evening in Persia”
Mr. R. Y. Mottahedeh

March 3rd.—Civilization and Culture
Miss J. Russell

Mir. A, K. Khan

“ 1oth—I{s Nature God?
“ 17th—Marriage
Mrs. R. Y. Mattahedeh
“ ®agth.—Fellowship Evening
“  3ist—Careers from the Bahd'i
Point of View
Mrs. Clarence Welsh

* A monthly meeting devoted to current drama,
travelogues and other topics of interest.
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1931

October 1931 Ms. Martha Root gave many addresses
in New York. She addressed the Esperantists of New
York City October 3™ in the Hotel Endicott, followed
by an address at the International House at Columbia
University. October 4" at the Bah&'i Center she gave
a talk on “ My World Travels in the Interest of
Universal Peace.” October 7" at NY University she
discussed “Youth’s Place in the New World Order.”
October 8": Before the Real Estate Society she spoke
on “What can you do for Universal Peace?” October
9™ at Hunter College she lectured 25,000 students on
the same subject. On the 11" she gave a talk at the
NYC Baha'i center “Cultural Assets of our
Races”.....and so on..this was typical of her schedule.

1932

Sunday Teas were held at the New York Baha’i Center from 4-6 pm. In addition
to talks by Mr. Horace Holley, Dr. Genevieve Coy, Ms. Mary Hanford Ford, Ms.
Loulie Mathews, Mr. Eliot White, and Kahla Khandensala presented during the
month.

January 12" Dr. W. Burkhart Dubois gave a talk on “The New South” and
January 26" the artist Sigismund Ivanowski presented “Art of the New Day.” His
portrait of ‘Abdu’l-Baha was on exhibit at The Art Center, 55 East 56" Street
during the first two weeks of January. All meetings were free and no collections
were made.

Mrs. Loulie Mathews Gregory, wife of
Dr. Louis Gregory often gave talks at the
New York City Bah&'i Center. She had
become a Bah&i in England and
accompanied ‘Abdu’l-Baha on his
voyage to America.
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PROGRAM for BAHA'I DINNER

The Shelton
Saturday Evening, Pebruary 27th, 1932

Loulie A, Mathews snd Louis G. Gregory, Presiding
(A1l speskers limited to 3 minutes)
SPEECHES
Louis G. Gregory
.Horace Holley
Mary Hanford Ford
Hooper H. Harris
PIANO IMPROVISATION
Edward Kinney
GROUP OF SONGS
"Phe Southernaires™
%.¥, Edmonson, Director
Lowell Peters, Homer Swift, Jay Toney
SPERECHES
¥W.E.B. DuBois
William J. Schieffelin
Arthur B. Spingarn
Arthur E. Holden
Dean Sage
DAVID FONTAINE

Rhapsody in E-flat Brahms
Msak aguena Lecuona

EDWARD MATTHEWS, Baritone

"When I sm Isid in Barth® Purcell
"Where'er You Walk" Handel
"Danza, danza, Fancinllsas® Durante

Zabelle Bayentz, at the piano
SPEECHES

Walter White
Mary White Ovington
James B. Hubert
¥anden LaFarge

GROUP OF SONGS
"The Southernsiresg”

ADIEU
Cheirmsn
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	HIGHLIGHTS OF
	IN NEW YORK,
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	1892-1932
	Compiled by Hussein Ahdieh.
	The information compiled in this document
	We have included highlights of historical markers to give cultural context
	1897 Mrs. Lua Getsinger accepted the faith in Chicago.
	The first Noble Prizes were awarded. President McKinley was shot.
	The New York subway opened. President Theodor Roosevelt was elected.
	Thomas Edison invented the Electric bulb.
	The Great San Francisco fire and earthquake occurred.
	/Dr. Zia Bagdadi was a medical doctor from
	Mr. Henry Ford introduced his famous Model-T automobile.
	1909 Martha Root became a Bahá’í.
	April 11, 1912 ‘Abdu’l-Bahá visits America.
	The Titanic ship sank. Woodrow Wilson became president in the same year.
	The First World War began
	US declared war on Germany.
	June 1921  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was knighted by the British government.
	Race Amity conference, New York, New York 1930

